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Mr. Speaker, we should support the

democratic plan. It means more mod-
ern schools, it means more teachers,
and it means smaller class size. It sim-
ply makes sense.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILLMOR). Pursuant to the provisions
of clause 5 of rule I, the Chair an-
nounces that it will postpone further
proceedings today on each motion to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered
or on which the vote is objected to
under clause 4 of rule XV. Such rollcall
votes, if postponed, will be taken after
debate has concluded on all motions to
suspend the rules, but not before 2 p.m.
today.
f

CANYON FERRY RESERVOIR
LEASEHOLD CONVEYANCE

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3963) to establish terms and con-
ditions under which the Secretary of
the Interior shall convey leaseholds in
certain properties around Canyon
Ferry Reservoir, Montana, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3963

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that the conveyance of the
properties described in section 4(b) to the
lessees of those properties for fair market
value would have the beneficial results of—

(1) reducing Pick-Sloan project debt for
the Canyon Ferry Unit;

(2) providing a permanent source of fund-
ing to acquire publicly accessible land and
interests in land, including easements and
conservation easements, in the State from
willing sellers at fair market value to—

(A) restore and conserve fisheries habitat,
including riparian habitat;

(B) restore and conserve wildlife habitat;
(C) enhance public hunting, fishing, and

recreational opportunities; and
(D) improve public access to public land;
(3) eliminating Federal payments in lieu of

taxes and associated management expendi-
tures in connection with the Federal Govern-
ment’s ownership of the properties while in-
creasing local tax revenues from the new
owners; and

(4) eliminating expensive and contentious
disputes between the Secretary and lease-
holders while ensuring that the Federal Gov-
ernment receives full and fair value for the
properties.
SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are to—
(1) establish terms and conditions under

which the Secretary of the Interior shall, for
fair market value, convey certain properties
around Canyon Ferry Reservoir, Montana, to
private parties; and

(2) acquire certain land for fish and wildlife
conservation purposes.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(1) CANYON FERRY-BROADWATER COUNTY

TRUST.—The term ‘‘Canyon Ferry-
Broadwater County Trust’’ means the Can-
yon Ferry-Broadwater County Trust estab-
lished under section 8.

(2) CFRA.—The term ‘‘CFRA’’ means the
Canyon Ferry Recreation Association, Incor-
porated, a Montana corporation.

(3) COMMISSIONERS.—The term ‘‘Commis-
sioners’’ means the Board of Commissioners
for Broadwater County, Montana.

(4) LEASE.—The term ‘‘lease’’ means a
lease or permit in effect on the date of enact-
ment of this Act that gives a leaseholder the
right to occupy a property.

(5) LESSEE.—The term ‘‘lessee’’ means—
(A) the leaseholder of 1 of the properties on

the date of enactment of this Act; and
(B) the leaseholder’s heirs, executors, and

assigns of the leasehold interest in the prop-
erty.

(6) MONTANA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVA-
TION TRUST.—The term ‘‘Montana Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Trust’’ means the
Montana Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Trust established under section 7.

(7) PROJECT.—The term ‘‘project’’ means
the Canyon Ferry Unit of the Pick-Sloan
Missouri River Basin Project.

(8) PROPERTY.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘property’’

means 1 of the cabin sites described in sec-
tion 4(b).

(B) USE IN THE PLURAL.—The term ‘‘prop-
erties’’ means all 265 of the properties and
any contiguous parcels referred to in section
4(b)(1)(B).

(9) PURCHASER.—The term ‘‘purchaser’’
means a person or entity, excluding CFRA or
a lessee, that purchases the properties under
section 4.

(10) RESERVOIR.—The term ‘‘Reservoir’’
means the Canyon Ferry Reservoir, Mon-
tana.

(11) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(12) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the
State of Montana.
SEC. 4. SALE OF PROPERTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with the Act
of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388, chapter 1093)
and Acts supplemental to and amendatory of
that Act (43 U.S.C. 371 et seq.), the Secretary
shall convey to CFRA or a purchaser—

(1) all right, title, and interest (except the
mineral estate) of the United States in and
to the properties, subject to valid existing
rights and the operational requirements of
the Pick-Sloan Missouri River Basin Pro-
gram; and

(2) perpetual easements for—
(A) vehicular access to each property;
(B) access to and use of 1 dock per prop-

erty; and
(C) access to and use of all boathouses,

ramps, retaining walls, and other improve-
ments for which access is provided in the
leases as of the date of enactment of this
Act.

(b) DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTIES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The properties to be con-

veyed are—
(A) the 265 cabin sites of the Bureau of

Reclamation located along the northern end
of the Reservoir in portions of sections 2, 11,
12, 13, 15, 22, 23, and 26, Township 10 North,
Range 1 West; and

(B) any small parcel contiguous to any
property (not including shoreline or land
needed to provide public access to the shore-
line of the Reservoir) that the Secretary de-
termines should be conveyed in order to
eliminate an inholding and facilitate admin-
istration of surrounding land remaining in
Federal ownership.

(2) ACREAGE; LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—The
acreage and legal description of each prop-
erty and of each parcel shall be determined
by the Secretary in consultation with CFRA.

(3) RESTRICTIVE USE COVENANT.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—In order to maintain the

unique character of the Reservoir area, the

Secretary, the purchaser, CFRA, and each
subsequent owner of each property shall cov-
enant that the use restrictions to carry out
subparagraphs (B) and (C) shall—

(i) be appurtenant to, and run, with each
property; and

(ii) be binding on each subsequent owner of
each property.

(B) ACCESS TO RESERVOIR.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, the pur-

chaser, CFRA, and the subsequent owners of
each property shall ensure that—

(I) public access to and along the shoreline
of the Reservoir in existence on the date of
enactment of this Act is not obstructed; and

(II) adequate public access to and along the
shoreline of the Reservoir is maintained.

(ii) FEDERAL RECLAMATION LAW.—
(I) IN GENERAL.—No conveyance of property

under this Act shall restrict or limit the au-
thority or ability of the Secretary to fulfill
the duties of the Secretary under the Act of
June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388, chapter 1093), and
Acts supplemental to and amendatory of
that Act (43 U.S.C. 371 et seq.).

(II) NO LIABILITY.—The operation of the
Reservoir by the Secretary in fulfillment of
the duties described in subclause (I) shall not
result in liability for damages, direct or indi-
rect, to the owner of any property conveyed
under section 4(a) or damages from any loss
of use or enjoyment of the property.

(C) HISTORICAL USE.—The Secretary, the
purchaser, CFRA, and each subsequent
owner of each property shall covenant that
future uses of the property shall be limited
to the type and intensity of uses in existence
on the date of enactment of this Act, as lim-
ited by the prohibitions contained in the an-
nual operating plan of the Bureau of Rec-
lamation for the Reservoir in effect on Octo-
ber 1, 1998.

(c) PURCHASE PROCESS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—
(A) solicit sealed bids for the properties;
(B) subject to paragraph (2), sell the prop-

erties to the bidder that submits the highest
bid above the minimum bid determined
under paragraph (2); and

(C) not accept any bid for less than all of
the properties in 1 transaction.

(2) MINIMUM BID.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Before accepting bids, the

Secretary shall establish a minimum bid,
which shall be equal to the fair market value
of the properties determined by an appraisal
of each property, exclusive of the value of
private improvements made by the lease-
holders before the date of the conveyance, in
conformance with the Uniform Appraisal
Standards for Federal Land Acquistion.

(B) FAIR MARKET VALUE.—Any dispute over
the fair market value of a property under
subparagraph (A) shall be resolved in accord-
ance with section 2201.4 of title 43, Code of
Federal Regulations.

(3) RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL.—If the highest
bidder is other than CFRA, CFRA shall have
the right to match the highest bid and pur-
chase the properties at a price equal to the
amount of the highest bid.

(d) TERMS OF CONVEYANCE.—
(1) PURCHASER.—If the highest bidder is

other than CFRA, and CFRA does not match
the highest bid, the following shall apply:

(A) PAYMENT.—The purchaser shall pay the
amount bid to the Secretary for distribution
in accordance with section 6.

(B) CONVEYANCE.—The Secretary shall con-
vey the properties to the purchaser.

(C) OPTION TO PURCHASE.—The purchaser
shall give each lessee of a property conveyed
under this section an option to purchase the
property at fair market value, as determined
under subsection (c)(2).

(D) NONPURCHASING LESSEES.—
(i) RIGHT TO CONTINUE LEASE.—A lessee

that is unable or unwilling to purchase a
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